
 The Canadian Society of 
Evidence-Based Policing 
The ABC’s of EBP

Evidence-Based Policing

4 Key Ideas in EBP

The goal of evidence-based policing is quality research to answer the pressing question of 
‘what works’ in order to develop sound policing strategies and/or programs

Origins of EBP

Evidence-based policing 
began with Lawrence 

Sherman dating back to 
1988 

1.
Scientific research 
has a role to play 

in developing 
effective and 

efficient policing 
programs

2.
Research produced 

must reach 
standards of 

methodological 
rigor that can be 
useful to policing

3.
Results should be 

easily translatable 
into everyday 

policing practices 
and policies 

4.
Research should 
be the outcome of 

a blending of 
police 

experience with 
academic 
research


